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Executive Summary

1 The Commonwedth Workshop on Trade and Sustainable Development (Sundridge Park,
20-22 January 2001) brought together trade and environment officias from 18 Commonwedlth
countries to explore areas of common concern, and examine the ingtitutiond and skills requirements
for addressing trade and sustainable development issues effectively.  Key recommendations of the

meeting induded further collaborative work in the following aress.

improving understanding of the linkages between trade and sustainable development;

developing approaches to palicy integration and methodologies for trade and production

impact assessment;

srengthening capacity (technicd, legd, adminigtrative) for the above, at the nationd and

regiond levd;

developing the role of government in supporting the private sector in its initiatives

towards sustainable trade:

addressing market access concerns through improved dialogue, promoting adherence to
the multilaterd trading sysem rules, and developing effective gpproaches to the
gpplication of sanitary and phytosanitary measures and other technica barriersto trade;

information and networking support to strengthen negotiating postions;
promoting affordable access to environmentaly sound technology; and

drengthening the role of multilaterd environmental agreements in addressing trade and

environment concarmns.

2. The event was a good example of how the Commonwedth can promote diaogue on
environmenta concerns where consensus has been hard to reach. Minigters will note from paper
CCGE(01)2, that the Commonwedth is well placed to teke forward a number of these

recommendations through its own programmes, and through collaboration with other inditutions.



Introduction

3. In February 2000, the Commonwedth Secretariat held an informa meeting with
Commonwedth Minigters and officids in New Y ork to examine the Commonwedth's dtrategic role
on internaiond sustainable development concerns. It was fdt that the Commonwedth, through its
consultative processes and technical work, could help to promote condructive didogue on
outstanding issues in the run-up to "Rio+10'. As a contribution to this process, the United Kingdom
offered to support a workshop on trade and sustainable development for Commonwedlth trade and
environment officas

Objectivesand Participation

4, The Commonwedth Workshop on Trade and Sustainable Development took place a
Sundridge Park (UK) from 20-22 January 2001. The event was organised and supported by the
Economic Affairs Divison of the Commonwedth Secretariat, the UK Department for Environment
Trangport and the Regions (DETR), and the Trade and Investment Access Facility (TIAF). The
workshop had three key ams:

to contribute towards greater international consensus on gpproaches to trade and
sustainable devel opment issues,

to explore areas of common concern between Commonwedth member sates in
these areas, where there may be scope for collective work; and

to examine the ingtitutiona and skills requirements for addressing concerns on trade
and sugtainable development effectively a the nationd, regiond and internaiond

levels.

5. With over 60 participants, the workshop brought together trade and environment officids
from 18 countries', and a group of international experts and staff from key multilateral ingtitutions in
the fidd. An event of this Sze enabled dl regions and broad types of economy in the
Commonwedlth to be represented. At the same time, it provided an informa setting that promoted
a free exchange of views and experiences The event was a good example of how the
Commonwesdlth can promote internationd dialogue, and explore areas of common interest between
Commonwed th countries, in areas where consensus has been difficult to find. Ministers may wish to
congder if there are other issues that would benefit from this trestment.

6. Participants examined the relationship between trade, trade liberalisation and sustainable
development, and shared experiences in the use of tools for assessng the impacts of trade, and
trade policies. They looked at the role of the private sector, both in developed and developing
countries, in promoting the sustainable trade agenda, and discussed market access issues that their
countries experienced as a result of the gpplication of measures related to environment, hedth and
phytosanitary concerns. The workshop reviewed approaches to policy integration at the nationd
levd in the area of trade and sustainable development, including in preparation for multilatera
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negotiations, and examined the respective roles of the World Trade Organisation and Multilaterd
Environmenta Agreements in addressing trade and sudtainable developmert concerns at the
internationd leve.

Key Conclusons and Recommendations

7. The workshop identified a number of common concerns, which could be addressed through
further collaborative work between Commonwedth countries and multilatera ingtitutions.

Common Concerns

8. Policy Integration. A congant theme throughout the workshop was the importance of
srengthening the co-ordination and integration of policy formulation, both within government across
Minigtries, and in consultation with the private sector and civil society groups. As there gppeared to
be a sgnificant potentid for development and poverty dleviation from trade liberdisation, it was
critical that policies be put in place to safeguard the environment and address socid impacts, if this
growth was to lead to sustainable development. Participants suggested a pro-active gpproach in
addressing this chalenge, and recognised that assessment tools could provide valuable ingghts on
environmenta and digtributional impacts of trade and effective policy responses. It was critical,
however, that the assessment process was country-led and involved al stakeholders both within and
outsgde government. A learning-by-doing gpproach to capacity building in the area of assessment
and policy integration was widely advocated.

0. Market Access. Through a discusson of USA dipulations on the use of turtle excluson
mechaniams in shrimp fisheries in Mdaysa, the Caribbean and Audtrdia, countries highlighted the
need to promote adherence to the rules of the multilaterd trading systlem and WTO dispute panel
rulings. The experience of Canadian and Ghanaian timber indudries highlighted some common
concerns about the need for predictable and workable standards for certification, which would need
to be addressed in collaboration with the private sector and NGOs. A key concern was the
gpplication of sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) measures and other standards.  Participants
highlighted the need to: avoid setting Sandards in an arbitrary, or ingppropriate way; give countries
al the necessary information and time to adjust to changes, negotiate with supplying countries in
advance of new SPS measures being imposed to avoid unnecessary damage to exports. Improved
consultation and information exchange between countries was needed o that disputes could be
avoided wherever possible, and mutually acceptable approaches agreed.

10. Government and the Private Sector. On trade and sustainable development issues,
participants recognised that the market place was moving rapidly ahead of the policy framework,
and tha initiatives by civil society and corporations were filling the policy vacuum. Companies in
developed and developing countries were promoting the move to sustainable trade, either through
market demand from consumers for premium products (as in the case of organic products), or as
part of arisk management Strategy to protect their brands. However, there was no guarantee that
this process was comprehensive. It sometimes gppeared that governments and business were
pursuing separate agendas on the trade and sudtainable development interface.  More
communication was needed to ensure tha the two processes are complementary.  The role of
government needed to be identified, especiadly with respect to developing regulatory environments
and integrated policy packages that supported sustainable development initiatives. Specific aspects
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included promoting strategic investment capacity, supporting the participation of smdl and medium-
dze enterprises, broadening take-up of initiatives, information brokering and education, and
exploring voluntary, country-led, measures.

Recommendations on Capacity Building

11. National and Regional Capacity. Further work was required to take forward the issues
identified above, a both the nationa and regiond level. The capacity of regiond inditutions to
address trade and sustainable development issues needed to be strengthened.  Some countries
needed assstance in building basic adminigrative capacity, especidly through accessto information
technology and Internet services.

12. Negotiations and Agreements. Work was required to strengthen capacities in articulating
fully integrated negotiating postions, and meeting obligations under MEAs and the WTO. More
regular interface was required between countries to forge consensus and strengthen postions.
Negotiating skills and co-ordinating mechanisms needed to be developed. Participants proposed a
meeting of Commonwedth Trade Minigers, which would discuss environment issues. Multilaterd
environmenta agreements needed to be strengthened to enable trade and environment concerns to
be addressed effectively at the internationd level without becoming unnecessary barriers to trade.
Improved mediation procedures on disputes related to trade and sustainable development were also
required.

13. Briefing, Analysis and Research. Countries required timely briefing and andyssin specific
aress to support negotiations related to trade and sustainable development agenda. Collaboration
between Commonwedth universities, policy ingtitutes and other inditutions was suggested as a way
of promoting the development of skills, and andyss. Basic environmental and trade data were
required in anumber of countries.

14.  Technology Transfer. Affordable access to new environmentaly sound technologies was a
key theme. Proposals included the establishment of a clean technology database and a trust fund to
facilitate technology trandfer.

15. Information Support. A mgor need was access to timely and rdlevant information, both in
support of policy integration and negotiations. Countries required “road maps to good information
sources, synthesis of the research and experiences to date, dissemination of best practice on
sustainable production methods, and collation of lessons learned.



