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Gender Inequalities Worldwide

1% of the Worldôswealth only belongs to women

70% of women are living beyond the poverty line
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Economic Gap Between the Two Genders
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New technologies have increased the economic

differences between men and women.

The Creative and Entrepreneurial potential of

Women is wasted.
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Survey On Women Entrepreneurs

Type Of Enterprises By Women:

Å87,4% micro

Å10,1% small

Å2% medium

Å0,5%   large
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Women

25%

Men

75%
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Women Entrepreneurs in Europe
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Women

38%

Men

62%
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Women Entrepreneurs in U.S.A.
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Gender Inequalities in Europe

ÅEuropean Women earnings are 20% lower

ÅWomen's unemployment is much higher

ÅWomen form the majority of atypical employees

ÅOnly 25% of business in Europe are owned by

women
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Main Obstacles for  Women's advancement as 
entrepreneurs

1. Lack of financial support especially the difficulty 

in securing the starting capital.

2. The burden of their multiple roles.

3. Stereotyped attitudes both on part of men and 

women.

4. Absence from Decision making Centres. 

5. Lack of partnerships and Synergies.
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B.P.W. CYPRUS

The creation of the

Womenôs Cooperative Bank

W.C.B.

A unique initiative
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Womenõs Co-operative Bank
The Best Initiative Of BPW

ÅFounded by 350 women

ÅInitial Capital: EUR 240,000

ÅLegal form: Non-profit making organization

ÅFirst transactions in May 2001

ÅFully computerized
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Womenõs Co-operative Bank
Full Banking Services To Men And Women

ÅSpecial programmes supporting women.

ÅLoans EUR 7.500.000 for start ups.

ÅIssued in less than 48 hours.

ÅUp to 30 years repayment period.

Å4% interest.
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Womenõs Co-operative Bank
Establishment

ÅMembers of Board of Directors: From the
sectors of banking, industry and academia
representing all districts of Cyprus

ÅElectronically connected with the Central Co-
Operative Bank of Cyprus

ÅInitial main aim: To provide support to female
entrepreneurial activities through easier access
to finance
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Womenõs Co-operative Bank

Income created by:

ÅInterest

ÅInsurance

ÅExchange

ÅGuarantees

ÅTelegraphic Transfers

ÅOther Investments
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W.C.B. Full Banking Services 
To Men And Women

LOANS:

ÅCorporate, Private, Housing, Student Loans

ÅCurrent Accounts ïCheque Books

ÅGrants for start-ups up to 50% of initial capital

through state grant

Enhancing Womenôs 

Entrepreneurship



Enhancing Womenôs 

Entrepreneurship

Womenõs Co-op Bank
Our Main Achievements So Far

ÅA rapid growth of our deposits. From EUR

240.000 in 2001 to EUR 17.800.000 in 2009

ÅLoans amounting to EUR 14.100.000 in three

years time

ÅABOVE ALL: Winning the trust and support of

the Cyprus Business Community
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Womenõs Co-operative Bank

In Addition in 2009:

ÅSupported 119 start-up female enterprises by

women under 39 years of age ïGovernment

scheme for Young Entrepreneurs.

ÅFinance with flexible terms another 182

female enterprises under the National scheme

supporting start-us by Women.
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Womenõs Co-operative Bank òVisionó

ÅFuture vision for all commonwealth countries

the

ÅEconomic empowerment of women thought the 

creation of a  ñGender Bankò 
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