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Report on Barbados' Plans for the Hosting of the Commonwealth Secretariat's Ninth Women's Affairs Minister's Meeting (9WAMM) - June 7- 9, 2010 to be Delivered by the Director, Bureau of Gender Affairs at the Consultation of National Women's Machineries, New York, USA on February 28, 2010. 

It is my esteemed pleasure to deliver this report on Barbados' plans for the hosting of the Commonwealth Secretariat's Ninth Women's Affairs Minister's Meeting (9WAMM). The government of Barbados looks forward to the hosting of this Meeting from June 7 to 9, 2010. Logistical plans have long commenced and the Ministry of Youth, Family and Sports which has responsibility for Gender Affairs is charged with this responsibility and I am pleased to report that significant progress has been made to our quest to ensure a successful event. A steering committee has been established in conformity with the proposed structure outlined in the guidelines presented by the Conference Section of the Commonwealth Secretariat. This includes a Head of Committee in the person of the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Youth, Family and Sports, the Deputy Head who is the Deputy Permanent Secretary and a Logistics Coordinator who is the Director of the Bureau of Gender Affairs whose office has been appointed as the secretariat to the committee. In addition, we have put in place a Venue Coordinator, Liaison and transport coordinators along with hospitality, security and media personnel. Not be left out is our civil society coordinator who is responsible for mobilizing national women's organisations and the Commonwealth Women's Network (CWN) has appointed a regional coordinator in the Caribbean Policy Development Centre (CPDC). 

To date this committee has been holding meetings ona monthly basis and the fifth was held in December and was attended by the Planning Mission from the Commonwealth Secretariat and the Commonwealth Foundation. Some of the decisions taken so far include the venue of the meeting which will be the Lloyd 

Page 2 of 6 

Erskine Sandiford Centre where all of the plenary sessions will take place starting on June 8, 2010. Preceding this will be an Opening Ceremony at the Flamboyant Room of the Lloyd Erskine Sandiford Centre and this will be followed by a reception for all delegates at IIlaro Court which is the Official Residence of the Prime Minister and which is located adjacent to the meeting venue. Hotel accommodation has been reserved for 450 persons and includes civil society participants, so we expect you there in your numbers. Suites have been reserved for the Secretary General and visiting Ministers at the Hilton Hotel and other hotels where accommodation has been reserved include the Accra Hotel, the Savannah, Blue Horizon and the Amaryillis Beach Resort. June in Barbados and the Caribbean immediately precedes our summer so you can expect fantastic weather that will allow you to take advantage of our attractions before and after the meeting. You can not come to Barbados without taking in its renowned famous beaches and culture. 

The allocation of days of the meeting also includes a meeting of senior officials on Monday, June 7, 2010 followed by the Opening Ceremony at 6.00 pm which will include a cultural component. There will be displays of art and craft and other small business products at the conference venue in addition to a gender hub where tools of gender analysis will be displayed and explained. Government will also be showcasing various aspects of women's development through exhibits depicting women in the arts, sports, science and technology, education and hopes to be joined by civil society organisations who will add to the dimensions on show. We strongly believe that unlike most int~rnational m~etings, the geneml 
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population should have an opportunity to identify and participate in some of the events surrounding the focus and theme of the meeting. As a result participation will be extended to the major social and economic sectors and an opportunity will be created to build a legacy from Barbados hosting of this event. 

Preceding the plenary sessions of the 9WAMM the Commonwealth Foundation will host the Partners Forum on June 4 - 5 at the Lloyd Erskine Sandiford Centre. I am sure they will outline details for this event later. What I can tell you though is that where civil society is concerned, there have already been meetings to map out their involvement in the activity. As noted before, the CPDC is charged with regional coordination and the Bureau of Gender Affairs has already facilitated a teleconference with them, the Caribbean representative of the CWN and the local coordinating body the National Organisation of Women (NOW). This meeting was used to establish clear parameters in the responsibilities of the two bodies and it has been proposed that NOW will concentrate on mobilizing local civil society organisations and the CPDC will focus on the wider region and liaise directly with the CWN and the Commonwealth Foundation. I can reveal that in terms of their activities that they proposed some exciting initiatives which include the commemorating of the 60th anniversary of the entry of the first woman to the Barbados Parliament by a special issue of stamps and the creation of a cultural village at the proposed exhibition. 
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We are in regular contact with the Commonwealth Secretariat through email and teleconferences where plans are discussed and ideas shared. They have already had three planning missions to Barbados and have seen the proposed venue, met with local organisations and the core group of the Steering Committee including myself. In addition they have toured prospective hotel venues and met with our Minister. I think we are both satisfied with the logistical plans to date and expect now to move into the phase where contracts are finalised and the agenda for the meeting agreed on. What I will add is that the theme has been put forward to be, 'Gender Issues in Economic Recovery and Beyond: Women as agents of transformation.' 

We have begun discussions with Government Information Service to host the local website which should have a direct link with that of the Commonwealth Secretariat. The Secretariat has already completed negotiations with the meeting venue for the allocation of space for the various aspects of the meeting and there has also been consultation with LIME Barbados to provide telecommunication services. The venue coordinator is also responsible for accreditation services which include meeting room passes while security services will be provided by the Royal Barbados Police Force. This will extend to hotels and programmes for spouses. 

Barbados is a tourist haven and its international airport has been recently voted as third best in the Caribbean and Latin America. There are direct flights from 
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major European cities and the USA. There are minimal visa restrictions and where these exist there will be efforts to have them waved for delegates to the WAMM. On arrival, delegates will be met by Liaison Officers who are very experienced in this task as Barbados has hosted numerous international conferences and events in the past. This year we will be hosting the ICC 20/20 Cricket World Cup and the Women's World Boxing Championships. International regulations in respect of baggage and customs will be in place but delegates need not be too concerned of this as adequate provisions will be in place to ensure a smooth transition from visitor to guest. Transportation will be provided to all delegates to their hotels which are in close proximity to each other and located either on the beach or very near. So please pack your beach wear. We have developed a very. exciting spouse's programme that includes tours of the most famous attractions and learning experiences of our culture and development initiatives for women. The media too will not be left out and are assured that they will have access to the most advanced telecommunication services and facilities. 

There are no major health risks by coming to Barbados; banking and commercial activity is centred between the hours of 9.00 to 5.00 and average temperatures range between 24 to 30 degrees Celsius. Our time is 4 hours behind GMT and electricity voltage is 110 kwt. Detailed information on these and other features in Barbados to make your visit a comfortable and rewarding experience will be provided on the website and in the information kits that will be in your conference bags which will be presented after registration for the meeting. 
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Ladies and gentlemen, I am looking forward to welcoming you to Barbados in June 2010 to the 9WAMM and I am further confident that you will experience the most successful staging of this event in recent times. I also want to stress my government's commitment to the principles and pursuit of gender equality and to signify this by pointing out the major gain towards this goal where for the first time in the history of Barbados, employment of women surpassed that of men earlier this year. It has been my pleasure providing this update to you and I anticipate that when we meet again in Barbados in June, you will all be in unison in your satisfaction of the hospitality extended by the people of Barbados and the professional presentation of the meeting. I thank you and wish you well in all your future deliberations here. 

