THE 9WAMM PARTNER’S FORUM OF THE COMMONWEALTH
WHAT IS THE WAMM PARTNER’S FORUM? 
The Partner’s Forum is the Commonwealth civil society event held prior to the Commonwealth Women’s Affairs Ministerial Meetings (WAMM). This event brings together civil society, non-governmental organisations and other development partners to deliberate on the theme and work programme for the WAMM. 
The Partner’s Forum facilitates the greatest dialogue and exchange between governments and civil society and key outcomes of the Partner’s Forum will be presented at 9WAMM.
WHERE AND WHEN WILL THE  2010 PARTNER’S FORUM  BE HELD? 
The Partner’s Forum of the 2010 WAMM, will be held at the Lloyd Erskine Sandiford Conference and Cultural Centre, St. Michael, Barbados, 4th - 5th June 2010. The Opening Ceremony and Welcome Reception will be held at the Lloyd Erskine Sandiford Centre 5.00 – 7.00 p.m. Friday,  4 June   2010.
WHAT IS THE THEME OF THE  PARTNER’S FORUM?
The  Partner’s Forum will focus on the theme for 9WAMM “Gender Issues in the Economic Crisis, Recovery and Beyond: Women as Agents of Transformation”. Delegates will participate in a grand plenary on the first day followed by simultaneous thematic workshops centered on the following issues: 
1. The Mid-Term review of the Commonwealth Plan of Action for Gender Equality 2005-2015
2. The sub-themes of the forum are:
a. Finance – Employment, labour market, access to credit
b. Governance and Human Rights 
c. The Millennium Development Goals and the Beijing + 15 Review
d. Health and Reproductive Rights 
e. Climate Change 
f. Gender and the Family 
g. Culture and the Developmental Crisis 
h. Women Leading Transformation
3. Emerging issues from the National and Regional Consultations held throughout the Commonwealth
Based on extensive discussions between the Commonwealth Secretariat and the Commonwealth Foundation, accredited civil society organisations that attended the Partner’s Forum will have access to the following speaking opportunities in 9WAMM:

· Senior Officials Meeting

· 9WAMM Plenary Meetings
· 9WAMM Thematic Discussion Groups

· 9WAMM Plenary Government-Civil Society Dialogue
Representatives from the Partners’ Forum will have an opportunity to dialogue with Ministers and senior officials on the Gender Plan of Action and its Mid Term Review, using consensus outcomes of the Forum as their main advocacy tools to build and strengthen government-civil society partnerships for enhanced implementation of the Gender Plan of Action.
WHAT IS THE COMMONWEALTH WOMEN’S AFFAIRS MINISTERS MEETING (WAMM)? 
The Commonwealth Women’s Affairs Ministers Meeting is held every three years, bringing together ministers and senior officials of the National Women’s Machineries to discuss issues critical in advancing women’s empowerment and gender equality, and to contribute to Commonwealth and global agenda-setting processes.  Recent WAMMs have developed the Commonwealth’s gender position on aid effectiveness (Kampala, Uganda - 2007) and the Commonwealth Plan of Action for Gender Equality (Nadi, Fiji Islands - 2004)
WHY HOST A Pre-WAMM PARTNER’S FORUM?
Civil society partnerships with Commonwealth governments are a key delivery mechanism for the targets set out in the Gender Plan of Action.
In 2002, at their meeting in Coolum, Australia Heads of Government adopted a High Level Group Report which established concise steps to build a strong and dynamic Commonwealth for the 21st century. 
The High Level Group called on:
the many intergovernmental, professional and civil society bodies which help us to implement our Commonwealth values, to join with us in building closer Commonwealth ‘family’ links, and strengthening consultation and collaboration. We are convinced of the need for stronger links and better two-way communication and coordination between the official and non-governmental Commonwealth, and among Commonwealth NGOs. This will give Commonwealth activities greater impact, ensuring that every programme produces lasting benefit (Coolum Declaration, 2002).
In the spirit of the Coolum Declaration, civil society, over the years, has been granted access to High Level Commonwealth Heads of Government and Ministerial Meetings. In particular, the WAMM has afforded civil society a unique opportunity to influence the outcome of the ministerial meetings, as well as to present their perspectives.
The Commonwealth Foundation is the inter-governmental body mandated by Commonwealth governments to support the work of civil society.
The objectives of the Partners’ Forum are to: 
· Provide an opportunity for civil society organisations across the Commonwealth to share experiences and learning on the theme for 9WAMM; 
· Report on the progress towards the implementation of the Commonwealth Plan of Action for Gender Equality and develop key messages for Ministers;
· Build capacity of  public sector and civil society organisations to impact on the policy space related to gender issues; 
· Network and share experiences on critical challenges identified in the Gender Plan of Action and to discuss emerging issues, and to bring these to the attention of Ministers;
· Mobilise civil society opinion in advance of 9WAMM on the issues to be addressed by Ministers and senior officials. 
WHO WILL BE COORDINATING THE PARTNERS’ FORUM?
The Commonwealth Foundation will manage the  Partner’s Forum, in partnership with the Bureau of Gender Affairs of the Ministry of Youth, Family and Sports of the Government of Barbados, the Caribbean Policy Development Centre (CPDC) and members of the Commonwealth Gender Plan of Action Monitoring Group (CGPMG) and the Commonwealth Women’s Network. CPDC, along with the National Organisation of Women, development partners and the private sector constitute a Local Joint Planning Committee; which liaises with the Barbados National Steering Committee for 9WAMM to ensure smooth coordination of the two related events.  CPDC will be the main point of contact for persons wishing to participate in the Partner’s Forum. 
Logistical and Programme details will be provided on the website of the CPDC, and the Commonwealth Women’s Network.  The Partner’s Forum Manager will answer all requests and enquires sent directly to the Caribbean Policy Development Centre at tel. 1-246-437 6065; Fax: 246-437-3381; Email: doccentre1@caribsurf.com
WHAT IS THE CARIBBEAN POLICY DEVELOPMENT CENTRE (CPDC)? 
The Caribbean Policy Development Centre (CPDC) is a coalition of twenty-two regional Non-Governmental organizations established in 1991. CPDC fulfills its mandate to put people at the Centre of a Caribbean Vision.viz., helping Caribbean NGOs understand how policies affecting Caribbean people are made; share information about policies and decision making processes; work to influence and bring positive change to the developmental process; lobby for policies which are in the interest of Caribbean people. CPDC’s program focus on good governance, regional integration, regional and international trade and building the capacity of Caribbean civil society organizations reflects its commitment to foster civil society partnerships with Government in the design and implementation of policies that improve the lives of Caribbean people.  
Website: http://www.cpdcngo.org/
WHAT IS THE COMMONWEALTH FOUNDATION? 
The Commonwealth Foundation is an inter-governmental organization, resourced and reporting to the Commonwealth governments, and guided by Commonwealth values and priorities. Established in 1965 by Commonwealth Heads of Governments, the Commonwealth Foundation is mandated to strengthen civil society in the achievement of commonwealth priorities – democracy and good governance, respect of human rights and gender equality, sustainable poverty eradication, people-centred development, and the promotion of art and culture. This mandate is fulfilled through, inter alia, the provision of grants to civil society and non-governmental organizations and through programme work in the areas of Culture, Governance and Democracy and Human Development.  
Website: http://www.commonwealthfoundation.com/
WHAT IS THE COMMONWEALTH WOMEN’S NETWORK (CWN)? 
The CWN is a global network of civil society organizations committed to women’s empowerment and gender equality. It is a membership based organization with an Executive Committee inclusive of a chairperson.  
CWN’s maintains improving women’s quality of life throughout the Commonwealth; ensuring that civil society and women’s voices are heard by those dictating policy, decision-making and power; and that these voices are an effective and dynamic part of Commonwealth programmes and processes, as it primary goals. 
Website: http://www.commonwealthwomen.net/
WHAT IS THE COMMONWEALTH? 
The Commonwealth is an association of sovereign nations that support each other and work together towards reaching common development goals. 
Website: http://www.commonwealthfoundation.com/
HOW MANY MEMBERS COMPRISE THE COMMONWEALTH? 
The Commonwealth of Nations, commonly known as the Commonwealth, is comprised of fifty-four independent member states.
WHY IT THE COMMONWEALTH IMPORTANT? 
The Commonwealth is important because it encourages: 
· The promotion of democracy, liberty and world peace
· The pursuit of equality and environmental sustainability
· Opposition to racism and gender discrimination
· The fight against poverty, ignorance, disease and free trade
WHAT IS THE COMMONWEALTH SECRETARIAT? 
The Commonwealth Secretariat is an organization established to assist in facilitating cooperation and dialogue among member countries; advise on policy development and provide assistance to countries in implementing the decisions and policies of the Commonwealth. 
Website: http://www.thecommonwealth.org/
