Commonwealth Ministerial Debt Sustainability Forum (CMDSF)
Ministerial Survey
Objective

The objective of this survey is to ensure that the work of the Commonwealth Ministerial Debt Sustainability Forum is relevant and valuable to Ministers.  The original purpose of what has now become the Commonwealth Ministerial Debt Sustainability Forum (CMDSF) was to support countries, eligible for debt reduction through the HIPC initiative, to navigate their way through that process and provide support for their collective advocacy and information exchange.  
With all eligible Commonwealth countries having completed the international debt relief process, Ministers discussed the new orientation of the forum at their meeting in St Lucia in October 2008.  Following the completion of the work programme emanating from that meeting, the subsequent meeting of the CMDSF in Washington and the ad hoc joint meeting of the CMDSF with members of the Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie (OIF), it is appropriate to evaluate again the forums’ future in terms of its purpose, value, duration and timing. 
Based on Ministerial feedback from this survey the Secretariat will develop future options for the CMDSF. Senior Officials will be surveyed separately. These options will be presented for Ministerial discussion at the next meeting of the CMDSF in the margins of the next CFMM in Cyprus in September 2009. We would therefore appreciate it if you could take the time to complete this survey which will help us ensure that the CMDSF meets the needs of its members.

We would be grateful if you could complete this survey by July 31st and send to Samantha Attridge at Commonwealth Secretariat, Marlborough House, Pall Mall, London, UK. SW1Y 5HX; or email s.attridge@commonwealth.int ; or fax to +44 (0)20 7004 3591.
Purpose of Forum

1. How valuable do you believe the CMDSF to be as a forum to support national economic policy objectives?
(i) Very valuable

(ii) Valuable

(iii) Not valuable



	Please explain:

	

	

	


2. Should the Commonwealth Ministerial Debt Sustainability Forum continue? 

Yes
No


If YES please continue with the remainder of the questionnaire

If NO please explain:

	Please explain:

	

	

	


3. Ministerial Forums can be used to achieve the following purposes. Please rank in order of importance the value of these to you for the CMDSF (on a scale of 1 to 5). 
	Purpose of Forum
	Importance 
(1 = most important, 5 = least important)

	Sharing of knowledge and experience 


	        

	Development of collective positions for advocacy in international fora on debt and other issues 


	   

	Facilitation of discussion of policy analysis and choice to improve debt management 


	 

	Provision of guidance to the work of the Secretariat in this area 


	 

	Other: please indicate

....................................................................

....................................................................

....................................................................
	 


Frequency of the meeting

4. Should the meeting meet: 
(i) Once a year      Yes           No            Please go to question 5
(ii) Twice a year     Yes           No            Please go to question 6
5. If once a year, should this be:
(i) in the autumn prior to Commonwealth Finance Ministers Meeting  Yes       NO 
(ii) in the spring prior to Bank/Fund meetings in Washington DC   Yes        No

Duration of meeting

6.  Should the Ministerial meeting be 

(i) 0.5 days        Yes              No
(ii) 1 day
      Yes              No     
(iii) 1.5 days        Yes              No
Collaboration

7. Did you attend the joint meeting with the Organisation International de la Francophie (OIF) in Washington DC, 23rd April 2009?         Yes           No


8. If you attended did you find the joint meeting with the OIF useful?  Yes         No

Please explain the “value-added” which you derived as a result of meeting with the OIF member countries?

	Additional Benefits:

	.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................


9. Please provide below any additional comments you would like to make on future CMDSF options.
	Additional Comments:

	..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................


Many thanks for your time and valuable feedback.

Name  ..............................................................

Country: .........................................................................












































































































































































